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Casting light on sexual assualt
Vicki Bush
Copy Editor

An ICE event that took 
place in the SAC 

Mezzanine on Monday 
highlighted the importance 
of victim advocacy and 
public awareness of sexual 
assault, domestic violence, 
and human trafficking 
issues.

The event, presented 
by the Student Nurses’ 
Association (SNA), featured 
speakers from the Aiken 
Regional Medical Center 
(ARMC) and local Cumbee 
Center to Assist Abused 
Persons.

Sexual Assault Nurse 
Examiner (SANE) Cassie 
Taylor first detailed what 
constitutes sexual assault, 
how victims are examined 
and assisted, and what 
progress is being made to 
fight misinformation.

Taylor explained that 
“Molestation is not simply 
penetration” and can 
include foreign object 
penetration and touching 
sexual areas both over and 
underneath clothing. 

She also explained the 
importance of victim 
support during the process 
of making an abuse 
allegation.

“Victims may only ask for 
help once, do not disbelieve 
them,” said Taylor.

Taylor, a forensic nurse, 
explained that her job is 
“a specialty within the 
nursing field that allows 
medical care and the law 
to intersect”. These nurses 
have specialized training 
in the procedures of 
obtaining a rape kit that 
can be admissible as valid, 
untampered-with evidence 
to a court of law, as well 
as how to provide proper 
medical care to victims.

Taylor noted that 
technically, all registered 
nurses in SC can perform 
a rape kit. “Are they all 
trained?” she questioned, 
“No”. “Is it best practices? 
No.”

In Aiken and 
surrounding areas, 
the ARMC, local law 
enforcement, and Cumbee 
Center work together in 
a joint effort to provide a 
support network for victims 
and families. “Public 
awareness is bringing a 
light to abuse that is already 
there”, said Taylor.

In 2017, they processed 
over 100 cases.

Catherine Vance, the 
Cumbee Center Volunteer 
Coordinator, explained that 

the Center’s mission is to be 
a community advocate. 

“Having someone 
there at the hospital or 
at the [Cumbee] Center 
to provide support is 
empowering,” said Vance, 
noting that even if the 
volunteer’s only action is 
to “laugh with [victims] 
and cry with [victims]”. 
Vance can be contacted at 
cvance@cumbeecenter.org 
for further questions.

Volunteer information 
may be found at http://
www.cumbeecenter.org/
volunteer.html, and the 
“Center will be having 
a Rape Crisis Advocate 
Training in May”, Salvo 
noted.

Jahna Salvo, the Vice 
President of the Student 
Nurses’ Association 
(SNA) and a Semester 6 
Nursing major, desired that 
attendees learn from the 
event “that sexual assault 
is really happening every 
day, and it is important 
be aware of what Sexual 
Assault Nurse Examiner’s 
do in the community and 
at hospitals. Someone is on 
call 24 hours a day 7 days a 
week to help.”

April is Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month 
(SAAM)”, Salvo explained, 

and local organizations are 
planning a host of events.

“Rape Crisis and Sexual 
Assault Services (RCSAS) 
in Augusta, GA, is having 
a Take Back the Day 5K on 
Saturday April 14, 2018, 
and a Take Back the Night 
on Thursday April 19, 2018 
from 4 -8 pm at Augusta 
University. Sexual Trauma 
Services of the Midlands 
(STSM) in Columbia is 
having a Walk A Mile in 
Their Shoes on April 12th 
at 5:30 pm at the South 
Carolina State House. If 
anyone lives in Augusta 
and is interested in doing 
something that will make 
a difference for Spring 
Break Rape Crisis and 
Sexual Assault Services is 
having a Sexual Assault 
Victim Advocate Training 
from March 8-12, 2018 
at University Hospital. 
To volunteer email 
volunteerrcsas@uh.org or 
call (706)774-2746”, said 
Salvo.

 “The most important 
takeaway is that there 
is something you can 
personally do about it, and 
that you yourself could 
be an advocate and make 
a difference in the lives 
of so many victims and 
survivors,” Salvo remarked.

A B.I.T. of knowledge
Kierra Walker

Contributing Writer

After the tragic mass 
shooting in Florida, 

several schools were left 
wondering what they 
should do in the case of the 
same attack.

USC Aiken is no 
exception. The Behavioral 
Intervention Team (B.I.T.) 
took it upon itself to 
assemble a much needed 
seminar. B.I.T. is composed 
of six people: Chancellor of 
Student Life Deb Klavido, 
Assistant Vice Chancellor 
Ahmed Samaha, Cindy 
Gelinas, a USCA counselor, 
psychology professor and 
clinical psychologist Jane 
Stafford, Chief of Campus 

Police Kevin Liles and 
Deri Willis, the director of 
housing.

The purpose of B.I.T. is 
to keep campus safe, thus, 
B.I.T. hosted the seminar. 
Though only half of B.I.T. 
was in attendance, the 
efficiency of the meeting 
was undeniable. Klavido 
opened the conversation 
by explaining the agenda of 
the seminar, which was to 
dispel myths, risk reduction 
and what to do if students 
were concerned.

Klavido then turned 
the conversation over 
to Stafford, who began 
to dispel myths that 
surrounded school 
shootings. One outstanding 
myth was that people 

who are diagnosed with 
serious mental illnesses, 
such as schizophrenia, 
engage in violence against 
others; they usually do 
not. Also, Klavido stated 
that a precursor to violent 
behavior is in the person’s 
history.

Gelinas followed shortly 
after. She discussed 
when students should 
be concerned. Gelinas 
prompted audience 
members to ask themselves 
important questions. For 
instance, is the person 
of interest more irritable 
than before? Does he/she 
not enjoy the things that 
he/she use to? Has he/she 
gone through a major life 
change?

Finally, came Liles. He 
introduced the audience 
to ALICE. No, Alice is 
not a person, but it is 
an acronym. It stands 
for Alert, Lockdown, 
Inform, Counter, or fight 
and Evacuate. Liles also 
dropped a small warning 
for overactive headphone 
users. According to Liles, if 
users get too involved with 
headphones, students could 
end up in a dangerous 
situation.

Overall, the seminar 
was not only insightful but 
also interesting. For more 
information, the counseling 
center’s number is 803-
641-3609. Campus Police’s 
number is 6111 or if off 
campus, 803-648-4011.


